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This manual is divided into three major sections as follows: 

1. Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) Philosophy 

2. The NStQ Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program Philosophy 

3. The NStQ Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program Procedures 

The Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) Philosophy conceptualizes the NStQ Post-

secondary Education Philosophy.  And the NStQ Education Philosophy ultimately guides the 

practices and procedures of the four bands. Should any of the stakeholders in the Post-secondary 

Education Funding Support Program find confusion in any of the procedures, he or she should 

look towards the guiding principles for clarity and purpose.  

Additionally, procedural forms and templates are included in this manual to assist the NStQ 

Bands’ Education Departments and their respective students with the required procedures and 

processes to access post-secondary funding support. 

NORTHERN SECWEPEMC TE QELMUCW (NSTQ) PHILOSOPHY 

 We are the Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ), meaning the Shuswap people of the 

north.  We are located in central British Columbia in the Cariboo Chilcotin Region. We are 4 of 

the 17 Shuswap bands that are known as the Secwepemc Nation. 

The Tsq’escen’ (Canim Lake), Stswecem’c/Xgat’tem (Canoe & Dog Creek), Xat’sūll (Soda & 

Deep Creek), and T’exelc (Williams Lake a.k.a. Sugar Cane) communities have built a political 

alliance to work together to address the needs and issues that are relevant to the 

NStQ communities. 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw membership 

population is over 2000 people. We are known as the 

people from where the water flowed, where we held 

jurisdiction and managed large tracts of the Fraser 

River and the surrounding area and watersheds. Our 

ties to the land are an important element of our 

Secwepemc culture, traditional values and customs, 

and spiritual beliefs which we dictate to living in 

harmony with the land. 

Through the treaty process, we are striving for a very 

unique goal as compared to many other tables. We are 

not only seeking to govern ourselves, but we are 

seeking to maintain our integral relationship with our 

traditional territory as stewards of the land by 

http://northernshuswaptribalcouncil.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/NSTCSOIMap.jpg
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proposing in our treaty a structure for something called “shared-decision making.” Through 

shared-decision-making with Canada and BC, we are hoping to help guide the management of all 

the natural resources on our traditional territory. 

Our combined traditional territory between our four NStQ First Nations spans between 5,300,000 

hectares and 5,600,000 hectares.  

NSTQ VISION STATEMENT  

The Northern Shuswap Tribal Council, an NStQ organization in unity and collaboration with the 

member communities, will build capacity and equity by providing education, training, cultural, 

political and economic opportunities while respecting and preserving the cultural and 

environmental values of the communities. 

The Northern Shuswap Tribal Council (NSTC) is a non-profit organization which is an 

association of autonomous member First Nations. The four First Nations members are 

Tsq’escen’ (Canim Lake Band), Xat’sūll/Cm’etem (Soda Creek/Deep Creek Band), T’exelc 

(Williams Lake Band), and Stswecem’c/Xgat’tem (Canoe Creek Band/Dog Creek Band). 

The primary purpose of the NSTC is to assist members and to act on behalf of member First 

Nations at the request of, and under the direction of, the member First Nations. It is the purpose 

of the Northern Shuswap Tribal Council to encourage, facilitate, and work toward improving the 

unity and cooperation amongst member First Nations and between itself and other Governments 

and generally to assist members, collectively, individually and separately, to achieve their goals 

in all areas including Self Government, Aboriginal Rights, Land Claims, and Economic, Social, 

Cultural, and Educational Development. 

The Northern Shuswap Tribal Council is a not-for-profit Society dedicated to: 

NSTQ MISSION STATEMENT  

Northern Shuswap Tribal Council is a community based organization that provides advisory and 

support services to its four communities to preserve and promote Secwepmec culture and history 

and to assist the NStQ communities to achieve their vision of self-determination. 
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NSTQ GUIDING PRINCIPLES  

1. Respectful in our internal/external dealings. 

2. Provide quality service to our member bands. 

3. Accountable to member communities, and funding sources. 

4. Cultural incorporation in daily practice. 

5. Open communication–transparency. 

6. Work cooperatively with other First Nations, Federal and Provincial governments. 

NSTQ POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION FUNDING PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 

PHILOSOPHY BASED APPROACH 

The NStQ Post-secondary Education Philosophy encompasses a principle- and value-based 

approach to guide the NStQ Bands’ procedures to supporting post-secondary education and 

Northern Secwepemc learners.  At the NStQ Education Philosophy level, the inclusion of a post-

secondary education vision, foundational principles, objectives, statements of purpose, and 

conflict of interest guidelines all frame the direction that is given to administer the NStQ Post-

Secondary funds.  The NStQ Education Philosophy is a conceptual approach that replaces 

contemporary rule-based education policy.  The NStQ Education Philosophy is a framework that 

ensures shared decision making, traditional approaches to supporting learning, and powerful 

collaborations among the four NStQ bands.  The NStQ Post-secondary Education Procedures 

respect and are aligned with the larger NStQ Education Philosophy.  Northern Secwepemc te 

Qelmucw is back, full-circle, in honouring and returning to traditional values and approaches. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) provides encouragement, advisory, and financial 

support for Secwepemc learners in pursuit of their education and their career or vocational 

aspirations.  Based on the availability of funding, Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) will 

assist Secwepemc learners to successfully pursue and complete their educational goals. 
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NORTHERN SECWEPEMC TE QELMUCW (NSTQ) OVERVIEW 

The Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw, along with the Northern Shuswap Bands, administers the 

post-secondary education funding support program.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) 

recognizes that post-secondary education is essential development for the academic, cultural, 

physical, and spiritual growth for Secwepemc learners.  A strong post-secondary educational 

philosophy provides values, guiding principles, objectives, and statements of purpose.  The  

NStQ Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program Procedures provide structure in terms 

of student eligibility requirements and levels of financial support.  The application process 

identifies the critical involvement of the learners in defining their educational goals and 

submitting the required application form and supporting documents. The students are further 

encouraged to be diligent in their studies and focused on success and achievement.  Should 

disagreements arise regarding funding support, the Appeal of Decisions process is consistent 

among the NStQ Bands.  However, individual NStQ Band Annual Funding Schedules define 

funding possibilities within the resources of the learner’s individual Band. 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) also recognizes that a powerful educational 

philosophy will encourage Secwepemc learners to realize their academic and career and/or 

vocational aspirations.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) fully supports Secwepemc 

learners from the Soda Creek, Canim Lake, Stswecem’c Xgat’tem, and Williams Lake Band. 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) has also adapted its post-secondary educational 

directions  from the Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada Post-Secondary 

Student Support Program (PSSSP). This program provides funding to Status Indian students who 

are enrolled in eligible post-secondary programs, which include community college programs, 

diploma or certificate programs; undergraduate programs; and advanced or professional degree 

programs. 

According to Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw, students must be Registered Status Indians and 

Band members. Students must be enrolled in a certificate, diploma, or degree program in an 

eligible post-secondary education institution, and must maintain continued satisfactory academic 

standing within that institution. The costs covered by the Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw are 

provided in the following areas: 

 Tuition support for part-time and full-time students that may include fees for registration, 

tuition, and the cost of books and supplies required for courses. 

 Travel support for full-time students who must leave their permanent place of residence to 

attend college or university. 

 Living expenses for full-time students to help cover costs such as food and shelter. 
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FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES 

The Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) Post-secondary Education Philosophy and 

Procedures are guided by the following foundational principles: 

CULTURAL ENHANCEMENT AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) knows that cultural enhancement and academic 

success are the keys for the development of the Northern Secwepemc people.  Post-secondary 

education success will provide the path for Secwepemc learners to excel in their roles as 

community leaders.  

EQUITY AND RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) promotes the development of personal and cultural 

identity and growth and community cultural growth for both the Secwepemc learners and their 

respective Northern Shuswap communities.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) will 

promote this cultural growth in the learners’ education pursuits.  In turn, language and cultural 

development will benefit the Northern Shuswap communities. 

INCLUSIVENESS, COOPERATION, AND SHARED RESPONSIBILITY 

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) will foster cooperation among governments, 

ministries, educational institutions, First Nations educational organizations, and First Nations 

political institutions.   Partnerships, collaborations and shared responsibility are essential for the 

support of Northern Shuswap learners.  NStQ will promote learning environments and 

educational institutions that provide and encourage respect and consideration for NStQ learners. 

SECWEPEMC VALUES 

Traditional Secwepemc values will be followed in this Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw Post-

secondary Education Philosophy and Procedures.  Traditional values are based on principles of 

respect, kinship, community values, family unity, and Northern Secwepemc values.  Northern 

Secwepemc te Qelmucw values help guide our organization’s philosophies, procedures, and 

processes. 

EXCELLENCE  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw strives for excellence in the fundamental roles of supporting, 

motivating, and assisting Secwepemc learners.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw recognizes 

that the educational enrichment of its students is the ultimate measure of excellence.  In addition, 
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Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw is also committed to exemplary standards in service quality, 

operating effectiveness, and accountability.  

INNOVATION  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw is responsive to innovative approaches to education.  Northern 

Secwepemc te Qelmucw will support Secwepemc learners in pursuit of their education dreams, 

aspirations, and goals. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw will support education pursuits that will enhance community 

development and capacity building.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw contributes to the social, 

cultural, and economic development of the Secwepemc and also strives to promote an improved 

community environment and improved health for its community members.  

LEARNING  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw will honour a learner’s journey in his or her academic, social, 

cultural, and spiritual growth.  Learning is a continuous, lifelong process that is a necessary part 

of intellectual development. Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw will continue to support these 

areas of personal growth.  

FAIRNESS AND HONESTY  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw is committed to promoting and increasing diversity among its 

students and staff and to eliminating barriers to the free flow of ideas from the diverse cultures, 

disciplines, and fields of study in the overall make up Secwepemc people.  Northern Secwepemc 

te Qelmucw will ensure fairness and honesty and will uphold traditional values with its 

organization. 

LEADERSHIP  

Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw recognizes that post-secondary education enhances 

intellectual and moral leadership in Secwepemc society.  Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw will 

provide post-secondary education opportunities that will assist with leadership development. 
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NSTQ POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY OBJECTIVES 

NStQ encourages and supports eligible Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw (NStQ) members to 

gain access to post-secondary education and to graduate from their respective programs with 

potential for contribution to the community and to society at large. The aim of the Post-

secondary Education Funding Support Program is to: 

 Invest in post-secondary education and training to help address labour market 

shortages and to build community capacity in the Northern Secwepemc communities. 

 Set out a comprehensive NStQ Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program 

that encourages, enhances, and supports Northern Secwepemc learners in their pursuit 

of post-secondary education. 

 Respect the guidelines as set out by the Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 

Canada Post-Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP). 

 Establish fair, honest, diverse, and effective Northern Secwepemc procedures and 

processes as developed through NStQ governance and other agreements in the 

Northern Secwepemc area. 

 Make decisions in the best interests of the Northern Secwepemc students; and at the 

same time, respect the individual Band’s ability to fund post-secondary education 

students.  

 Promote and support successful completions of post-secondary education. 

 Fully support, within funding limits, the Northern Secwepemc learners in their 

pursuits of post-secondary education.  

 Amend the procedures and processes from time to time based on changes to the post-

secondary education system and the needs of the students and their respective 

Northern Secwepemc Bands. 

 Remind learners and the NStQ communities that the NStQ philosophy will provide a 

solid frame of reference when addressing and responding to complex situations and in 

encountering complex environments. 

PURPOSE OF THE NSTQ EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 

The Northern Secwepemc Post-Secondary Education Philosophy is designed to: 

 Provide Northern Secwepemc learners with a principled and detailed guide to administering 

post-secondary education funding support. 

 Protect individual student rights and ensure fair, respectful, and consistent treatment of all 

Northern Secwepemc learners. 
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 Assist registered Northern Secwepemc Band members to acquire post-secondary education 

and professional qualifications. 

 Enhance the learners’ experiences in attaining their personal, educational, and career-related 

dreams. 

 Support economic self-sufficiency through the sponsorship of post-secondary education. 

 Realize the educational, spiritual, and cultural aspirations of Northern Secwepemc learners. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

All funding decisions must respect conflict of interest guidelines. Conflict of Interest is defined 

as any relationship that is, or appears to be, not in the best interest of the Northern Secwepemc te 

Qelmucw.  A conflict of interest would prejudice an individual’s ability to perform her or his 

duties and responsibilities in an objective manner. A conflict of interest is a situation in which 

the interests (personal, familial, or professional) of a Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw staff 

employee or Northern Secwepemc Band staff involved in a decision making, evaluating, 

ranking, or assessing process have real or perceived impact, either positive or negative, on the 

results of the evaluation, ranking, or assessing process or related work. Conflict of interest 

depends on the situation, not the character or actions of the individual. 

In all situations, maintaining transparency in one’s actions is critical to ensuring ethical 

standards and approaches. 

DISCLAIMER 

The contents of this Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw and Post-secondary Education Funding 

Support Philosophy and Procedure Manual are subject to alteration or amendment without prior 

notice. All funding decisions are contingent upon availability of funds.  Many circumstances, 

both within and beyond the control of the Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw may cause changes. 

These changes may include but are not limited to:  

 Establishing post-secondary education priorities to better enhance the Northern Secwepemc 

te Qelmucw. 

 Responding to funding reductions or financial cuts from government sources. 

 Responding to natural disasters or catastrophes. 

 Extenuating financial crises or disruptions in funding levels. 
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NSTQ POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION FUNDING PROGRAM PROCEDURES 

This third section of the NStQ Post-secondary Education Funding Support Philosophy and 

Procedures Manual clarifies the common procedures followed by the four NStQ Bands.  

Additional to these procedures, each NStQ band has an Annual Funding Schedule that addresses 

specific funding details and requirements. 

The following sections of the procedures manual clarify student eligibility for funding, the 

details of funding support, the application process, the roles and responsibilities of the 

stakeholders, a description of academic probation, and an overview of the appeal process. 

ELIGIBILITY 

In order for an individual to be eligible to receive post-secondary education financial support 

under this program, he or she must meet the criteria listed below.  For administrative purposes, 

individuals must submit an application for funding and provide all required documentation.  

To offset a portion or even all funding requested from this program and to avoid duplication of 

funding, the applicant is to accept all educational financial aid available to him or her from other 

funding sources.  Students are encouraged to apply for bursaries and scholarships to 

supplement funding. 

To be eligible for NStQ Band funding, the applicant must: 

1. Be a registered status First Nation with an NStQ Band. 

2. Be a voted member of the NStQ Band Community following registration of status. 

3. Choose an eligible-post-secondary institution as defined by Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development Canada (a public post-secondary institution, a designated private post-

secondary institution, or an Aboriginal post-secondary institution offering an eligible 

program through agreement with a public or designated institution). 

4. Choose an eligible program (a program that provides a certificate, diploma or degree and is a 

minimum of one academic year in length).  University and College Entrance Preparation 

Programs (UCEP) are eligible for NStQ Band funding.    

5. Have met university or college requirements and be enrolled in or accepted for enrollment 

into a program.  Note that most post-secondary programs require Grade 12 completion; 

however, some programs allow mature student status (without Grade 12 completion) 

provided the applicant meets the program prerequisites (usually English, math, or science 

requirements).  Please check with your chosen post-secondary institution regarding its 

processes for Mature Student Status. 
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6. Be in a course or program that the NStQ Band has not previously funded for the applicant.  If 

the student is required to repeat any courses, the student will bear all costs for repeating the 

courses. 

Individuals who have applied for funding through StudentAid BC and were refused funding may 

still apply for funding from their NStQ Band. 

Individuals receiving StudentAid BC Funding may also be eligible for supplementary funding 

from their NStQ Band.   

Please note that repayment of StudentAid is the sole responsibility of the student. 

 

NSTQ FUNDING SUPPORT 

ENTRANCE PROGRAM (UCEP) FUNDING SUPPORT 

UCEP students may be either be part-time or full-time students and must be enrolled in a 

University and/or College Entrance Preparation (UCEP) Program with a post-secondary 

institution. The maximum time limit for financial support will be one academic year (as defined 

by the institution offering the program), or in the case of part-time students, the time period 

equivalent to one academic year.   

UCEP students must provide a statement from the post-secondary institution offering the UCEP 

program that the student will be able to: 

a. Attain the academic level for university or college entrance within the period of one 

academic year 

b. Be accepted as a student of a regular university or college credit program upon successful 

completion of the UCEP program. 

UCEP students will be funded the same as other post-secondary education students and will fall 

under the rules of the Categories of Funding (Please see the next page.) and the funding supports 

for full- or part-time students.   Students who have previously been funded for UCEP by 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) or the former Indian and 

Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) for UCEP or any other post-secondary education program will 

not qualify for current UCEP funding support. 

Please note:  UCEP students who do not complete their course of studies without approved 

reason must reimburse the Education Program for all costs incurred on their behalf.  No 

future post-secondary student financial support will be available until full reimbursement 

is made. 
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CATEGORIES OF FUNDING 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada policy affects the NStQ Band’s funding 

program.  In this regard, students are classified using four main categories.  Distinction is drawn 

between students according to academic level and student status. These distinctions determine 

the categories and amount of funding for which students are eligible.  

Maximum amounts of funding are determined by Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 

Canada and may change annually.  Please ask your NStQ Band about its Annual Funding 

Schedule to determine your funding categories, amounts, and procedures. 

NOTE: Students need to be aware of the amount of time that they are allowed for each of 

these categories as this life-time limit will impact overall funding allocations and 

opportunities. 

 

Category Description Life-time Limitations 

Post-secondary preparation University and College Entrance 

Program (UCEP) 

 

1 year (2 semesters) 

Level 1 Certificate or Diploma Program 1 year for a Certificate  

(2 semesters). 

2 years for a Diploma  

(4 semesters). 

Level 2 

 

Baccalaureate Degree 

 

 

40 months to degree 

completion (these 40 months 

also include the time the 

student has taken for UCEP 

and for earning a certificate 

or a diploma). 

Level 3 Masters or PhD (or Professional 

Doctorate) 

24 months beyond 

undergraduate degree for a 

Masters degree. 

24 months beyond Masters 

degree for Doctorate. 
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PRIORITY FOR FUNDING 

All applicants for post-secondary funding support must first meet the minimum eligibility 

requirements.  Once eligibility is met, then the following priorities determine which applicants 

receive funding. On an annual basis, academic success will be an important consideration in the 

approval process. Students with high scholastic standings will be placed higher on the priority 

list than other students in the same category.  Similarly, those students with a full course load (as 

determined by the post-secondary institution) will normally be rated higher than those students 

who are enrolled in less than a full course load.  Please note that the NStQ Post-secondary 

Funding Support Program full course load (usually 5 courses per semester in academic 

programs) is different from the Student Aid BC definition of a full-time student (a student who 

carries 3 or more courses per semester in academic programs).  The first definition is for 

receiving funding from the NStQ.  The second definition is for receiving a student loan from 

StudentAid BC. 

When the NStQ Band’s Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program is limited in 

its available funds, funding priority will be given to applicants in the following order: 

A. Continuing Students:  students enrolled in post-secondary studies or who graduated from 

secondary school or a college entrance preparation program in the preceding year and who 

are continuing in a post-secondary program of studies.  This includes those who have 

graduated from Grade 12 and who are entering college or university without a break in their 

studies.  Also students who have completed one or more years in a certificate, diploma, or 

degree program and who are continuing their studies in the current year. 

B. Deferred or Returning Students: students whose applications for funding were deferred the 

previous year for lack of funds and who are reapplying for post-secondary funding. 

Returning students have previously attended a post-secondary institution but for academic, 

personal or medical reasons have had to interrupt their education for a period of more than 

one semester.  The NStQ Band’s Education staff will assess all applications on an individual 

basis. 

C. Successful Students:  students who have completed an undergraduate degree program and 

are continuing on to an advanced degree program without a break in their studies. 

D. Vocational/Part-time Students: students who are applying for vocational training or part 

time post-secondary studies.  Please note that the Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development Canada guidelines for funding Vocational students (for example students 

entering Trades Training Programs) may change from time to time.  Students should consult 

with their NStQ Band Education staff for current guidelines, and specifically for the ability to 

fund Trades Training Programs. 

E. Distance Delivery Students:  students in courses or programs offered in distance programs 

(such as on-line, video, and text-based mediums) offered by an eligible post-secondary 

institution. 
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F. Students who have previously received post-secondary funding but did not complete their 

post-secondary programs.  The circumstances under which a student decided not to continue 

post-secondary studies will be a factor in the NStQ Band Education Department’s 

consideration of the application for funding support. If the student’s academic records 

indicate a history of not completing programs or courses, the application will not be 

considered until after the applications from other students have been reviewed; and only then 

if there are funds available in the current fiscal year. Approval of an application under these 

circumstances may involve a probationary period. If the student has failing grades caused by 

incomplete courses or not writing a final exam, that student may not be considered for 

funding.  

FUNDING PAYMENT SCHEDULE AND METHOD 

Approved students will be provided with a personalized annual funding letter that identifies the 

amount of funding and the method of payment.  Please ask your NStQ Band’s Education 

Department for its Annual Funding Schedule to understand funding requirements and funding 

allocations. 

FULL-TIME STUDENT FUNDING 

Please be aware that taking less than a full course load might impact the overall funding 

and time limits to complete your program as explained in the previous Categories of 

Funding section. 

Students carrying a 60 percent or greater course load within his or her program of studies per 

semester will receive funding as a full-time student and will receive the following:   

 Funds for tuition and compulsory fees. 

 Funds for mandatory books, supplies, and equipment. 

 Living allowance. 

 Funds for seasonal travel (upon availability). 

PART-TIME STUDENT FUNDING 

Students carrying less than a 60 percent course load within their programs of study are 

considered part-time students.  Part-time students will be supported if their programs of 

study lead to certificates, diplomas or degrees and if the courses are identified in the 

student’s academic plan in the application process.  Part-time students will receive the 

following: 

 Funds for tuition and compulsory fees. 
 Funds for mandatory books, supplies, and equipment. 
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OUT-OF-PROVINCE CANADIAN SPONSORSHIP 

Tuition will be paid up to the maximum amount of the allowable tuition fees for attending a 

Canadian institution. 

INTERNATIONAL SPONSORSHIP  

Students wishing to study at the post-secondary level outside Canada are entitled to do so. 

Students will receive their living allowance in Canadian funds, equivalent to what students 

studying in Canada receive. Tuition fees will be paid to the maximum allowable amount for 

attending an equivalent Canadian institution. 

All remaining and additional costs are the student’s responsibility. 

DEFERRED STUDIES 

Students who wish to defer studies must contact the NStQ Band’s Education Department for 

prior approval before withdrawing from courses or programs of study or for putting their courses 

or programs on hold for a period of time (a temporary withdrawal). 

REQUESTS FOR ALTERNATE FUNDING OR ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

On occasion and for a various reasons, full-time post-secondary students may request funding 

arrangements that differ from those contained in this procedure manual. Such requests will be 

forwarded to the NStQ Band’s Education Department who will consider each request on its own 

merits. 

Approval of requests for alternate funding arrangements will be on an individual basis.  

Approval will depend upon the student’s past record of financial dealings with the NStQ Band, 

her or his commitment as a student, and past academic record.  Requests for alternate funding 

will only be accepted from Level 2 (Degree) or Level 3 (Masters or PhD) students or students in 

the last semester of a Level 1 certificate or diploma program. 

WAIT LIST 

On an annual basis, the NStQ Band’s Post-secondary Education Funding Support Program is 

affected by several factors such as the number of continuing students, the number of graduating 

students, student success, and the amount of funds available to the NStQ Band. 

If required by limitations of the annual fund and on June 1st of such a year, a Post-secondary 

Education Funding Support Wait List will be established. Each year, wait-listed students will be 

notified of their position on the Wait List. 
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TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION OF FUNDING 

If for any reason a student does not honour the contract he or she made when applying for 

funding, payments to the student may stop.  The following guidelines shall apply: 

 Suspensions of funding shall be in effect for a minimum of one semester and up to a 

maximum of five calendar years. 

 The NStQ Band’s Education Department has the power to revoke or change the conditions of 

any suspensions or terminations of funding. 

 Upon reinstatement following any period of suspension or termination, the student will be 

placed on academic probation for a minimum of one semester. 

REASONS FOR TERMINATION OF FUNDING 

CHANGE IN EDUCATIONAL STATUS  

Students who are registered as full-time students and who choose to change their status to part-

time, must inform their NStQ Band’s Education Department in advance of changing their status.  

This notification must be provided to the Education Department whether the students are at the 

beginning of their current semester, in the middle of their current semester, or and the end of 

their current semester. 

POOR CLASS ATTENDANCE 

Students are expected to attend all classes on a regular basis. A full-time student who is regularly 

absent from one or more courses may be subsequently considered as a part-time student and may 

not be eligible for his or her living allowance.  Semester or Term reports will be used to 

determine if this clause applies and the student may be required to pay back her or his living 

allowance. 

MINIMUM GRADE EXPECTATIONS  

Should a funded student fail to meet the minimum grade for course or program completion (as 

required by the post-secondary institution) and is not successful in maintaining that minimum 

grade for 25 percent of the courses in the program, that student may have his or her funding 

terminated or suspended.  

Students who have had their funding suspended or terminated due to not meeting the minimum 

grade standard may have their situation reviewed by the NStQ Education Department. In this 

case, the student must provide all the following:  



16 

 

 A letter stating his or her reasons for the low success rate submitted for review to the NStQ 

Band’s Education Department.  

 A letter from each course professor/teacher stating that the student had been in full 

attendance throughout the course and had submitted all assignments on due dates. 

 A letter from the post-secondary institution indicating the student’s potential to succeed in 

the following semester (conditions of ill health will be considered).  

All requests will be reviewed and evaluated based on individual merit.  The NStQ Band’s 

Education Department will determine if the reasons given by the student are adequate for a 

second chance.  An agreement (a learning contract) between the student and the NStQ Band’s 

Education Department will be signed by the student to ensure clarity that the student must attend 

classes regularly and meet all further course requirements.  If no improvement is demonstrated 

by the end of the following semester, the student will be asked to withdraw from the NStQ Post-

secondary Education Funding Support Program. 

MISUSE OF FUNDING 

Students who are registered at a post-secondary institution and who received funding support but 

who did not attend classes regularly at their post-secondary institution must return to the NStQ 

Band’s Education Department all funding received and/or paid on their behalf.  This funding 

includes tuition fees, books and supplies, living allowance, and any other funding that may have 

been forwarded to the student or to the post-secondary institution on the student’s behalf. 

FAILURE TO SUBMIT REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 

For administrative purposes, students must submit official transcripts, progress reports, course 

registration forms, receipts, and documents requested by the Education Department. 

Full-time students who leave their program of studies prior to the completion of their semester 

and who wish to receive funding for future courses or programs must provide written proof from 

the institution indicating the student was in full-time attendance during the period of the semester 

for which they were funded.  Failure to provide such proof will result in the student being denied 

future funding as well as owing to the Education Department the funds received and/or paid on 

their behalf for the semester/s they did not complete. 

PERSONAL CHALLENGES 

Should a student's studies be seriously affected by a personal crisis; such as, death in the 

immediate family, or an accident, or sickness, the student is advised to notify the NStQ Band’s 

Education staff of the student’s situation. Students are encouraged to seek counseling for support 

with personal challenges. 
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MEDICAL OR COMPASSIONATE WITHDRAWAL 

A student who is required, for medical reasons, to withdraw from classes is to complete a 

Medical Withdrawal form.  This form is to be completed by the student’s doctor or medical 

institution and given to the NStQ Band’s Education staff within 10 days of the onset of the 

illness or medical condition.  Failure to do this may result in the student being required to 

reimburse the Band for all educational funds that have been provided to the student in the 

semester during which the absence took place.  

To be considered for a compassionate withdrawal, the student must discuss her or his personal 

situation with the NStQ Band’s Educational Department. 

NOTE: When Students have received medical or compassionate withdrawals from courses 

that are required to complete their diploma/degree requirements, the repeated course can 

be calculated as part of the next application’s overall student course load.  However, the 

course tuition will not be paid a second time by the NStQ Band. 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

CONTACT YOUR NSTQ BAND’S EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Students applying for post-secondary funding for the first time and students who wish to 

return to post-secondary education are required to contact their NStQ Band’s Education 

Department.  Students will then be provided with an application package that must be 

completed in full and submitted to the NStQ Band’s Education Department. 

Applications that have all requirements completed will receive priority.  Please use the 

Application Checklist provided in Appendix B to ensure all documentation for your 

application has been included when you submit your application.  Submitting an 

incomplete application will result in delays in processing and can potentially affect  

your funding for the current year. 

Returning students who owe money to the Education Department and who wish to 

receive financial support from the Post-Secondary Education Funding Support 

Program must make arrangements to re-pay all amounts owed before any future 

funding will be considered. 
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NEW STUDENTS 

All students are required to complete an application package each year to be considered for 

sponsorship.  New Students must provide the following to their NStQ Band’s Education 

Department: 

A. Letter of intent (Please note that some NStQ Bands request an early submission of a 
Letter of Intent in February.  This letter helps the Band to know how many students are 
applying for funding each year).  Please see sample provided in Appendix B. 

B. Completed and signed application form. 

C. Photocopy of a recent status card (front and back). 

D. Letter of acceptance from an eligible post-secondary institution. 

E. Official transcripts from previous academic institution or secondary school. 

F. List of program fees (tuition, books, supplies, and other program-specific fees). 

CONTINUING STUDENTS 

All students currently enrolled in full-time post-secondary studies are required to renew 

their applications for post-secondary sponsorship each year.  Upon renewal of the 

application form, continuing students are required to submit the following documents on 

or before the application deadlines.  Please see your NStQ Band’s Annual Funding Schedule 

for individual Band requirements and deadlines. 

1. Completed and signed application package. 

2. Program or course registration form or outline of courses for school year. 

3. Official sealed transcript of grades including all courses from the most current year or 
term. 

4. List of program fees (tuition, books, supplies, and other program-specific fees). 

MASTERS AND PHD STUDENTS 

Please submit a Letter of Intent regarding your proposed area of study.  The Letter of Intent 
should include your field of study, the name of your post-secondary institution, an 
overview of the program, when you expect to start your studies, and the length of the 
program.  Please contact your NStQ Band for the deadline for submitting your Letter of 
Intent.  Please also submit a current résumé. 
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ANNUAL APPLICATION DEADLINES 

SEPTEMBER TO APRIL SESSIONS 

Please contact your NStQ Band for application deadlines as semester starts vary by program at 

individual post-secondary institutions. The NStQ Band’s Annual Funding Schedule will also 

include the application deadline for your community.  Late or incomplete applications will be 

placed on the Wait List according to eligibility and the date the full application package is 

received.  Priority funding is usually allocated by program start dates. 

SPRING AND SUMMER SESSIONS 

Generally, spring and summer sessions are not funded.  Special circumstances may apply.  

Please contact your NStQ Band’s Education Department to discuss your needs. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

Please see Appendix B for the Application Checklist that is useful in ensuring that you include 

all required documentation in your application for funding.  

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL ROLE 

 Ensure that post-secondary education services are made available to the entire Band 

membership. 

 Approve the annual budget for the NStQ Band’s Educational Financial Support Program. 

 Approve amendments to the Post-Secondary Education Funding Support Philosophy and 

Procedures. 

 Appoint representative to the post-secondary education committees. 

NSTQ EDUCATION STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Ensure the NStQ Band’s educational funding program is administered according to existing 

philosophy and procedures. 

 Assist students in gaining access to post-secondary education. 

 Encourage and support students throughout their educational journeys. 

 Act as a liaison among the Education Department staff, Chief and Council, and the NStQ 

students. 

 Establish and maintain a balanced annual budget. 

 Ensure that monthly allowance cheques are requested and sent out in time to arrive on or 

before the first of each month. 

 Maintain accurate and confidential student files. 

 Ensure that each student’s file and information remains confidential. 
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 Provide learners with guidance and academic counseling when required. 

 Declare conflicts of interest when dealing with issues relating to a member of his or her 

immediate family (as defined by the NStQ Band’s policy). 

 Select students for sponsorship using the criteria outlined and determine the priorities for the 

annual Wait List.  

 Ensure that all required student reimbursements of program funds are received. 

 Review post-secondary education procedures (on an annual basis) and make 

recommendations for changes if necessary. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

For an applicant to be successful in receiving post-secondary education financial support, he or 

she must satisfy certain criteria.  In order to satisfy these criteria, the applicant must plan his or 

her educational and career path. Since this planning takes time, we recommend that the applicant 

start this process one year before applying for NStQ Band funding.  The applicant must: 

 Determine her or his post-secondary educational goals. 

 Submit a letter of intent to the NStQ Band’s Education Department. 

 Develop an academic plan that includes program courses and costs (tuition, text books, fees) 

and a description of how the student defined his or her educational goals.  A sample is 

provided in Appendix B. 

 Define his or her financial needs in a detailed budget and be able to live within this budget. A 

sample is provided in Appendix B. 

 Provide the NStQ Band Education Department with the necessary documentation to assess 

eligibility and financial support.  Please refer to the checklist in Appendix B to ensure that all 

documentation is submitted to the Education Department. 

 Understand that post-secondary educational funding is intended for direct education expenses 

only (tuition, books, and living allowance) and not for any other purpose (such as paying 

existing credit card debt, making vehicle loan payments, or making payments on outstanding 

personal loans). 

 Seek additional funding through bursaries, scholarships, and work study programs. 

 Fulfill the necessary NStQ requirements to attain funding support. 

Once an applicant has been approved and has received post-secondary education financial 

support, he or she must: 

 Attend classes and attain his or her educational goals. 

 Maintain a minimum grade point average (GPA) in his or her program of studies as defined 

by the post-secondary institute’s program guidelines. 

 Seek tutoring and/or counselling as needed. 
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 Submit a progress report to the NStQ Band’s Education Department (if requested by the 

Education Department). 

 Submit his or her official transcript of grades to the NStQ Band’s Education Department 

within thirty (30) days of completion of each semester. 

 Ensure that course changes and course withdrawals from her or his program of studies or a 

complete withdrawal from his or her post-secondary institution is made prior to tuition 

reimbursement deadlines. 

 Inform the NStQ Band’s Education Department of any program or enrolment changes that 

may affect her or his status as a full-time student. 

 Notify the NStQ Band’s Education Department within thirty (30) days of discontinuing a 

course or program of studies, along with a rationale for leaving the post-secondary 

educational institution. 

 Abide by the NStQ requirements to retain funding. 

ACADEMIC PROBATION 

Students placed on academic probation by their educational institution will normally not 

be sponsored for one academic year or until they are accepted by an educational institution 

back into an academic program as a full-time student. Such students will not be guaranteed 

sponsorship by virtue of changing their program of studies or institution. 

 

APPEAL OF DECISIONS 

Each individual Northern Secwepemc Band has the responsibility to handle student funding 

appeals of procedural decisions. Procedural issues are NStQ Band decisions based on the NStQ 

Post-secondary Education Funding Support Procedures and on individual NStQ Band’s Annual 

Funding Schedules.  

The appeal process is a two-tiered system. The first tier is at the NStQ Band level.  All 

procedural decisions made at the Tier 1 appeal level will be final if the appeal is based on 

procedural rules only.  A sponsored student must respect and adhere to the decisions made by his 

or her NStQ Band regarding procedural rules. 

If substantive issues are encountered; such as, extenuating circumstances or if the need for high-

level interpretation of the guiding philosophy, values, principles, and objectives are required, the 

sponsored student may appeal to the NStQ Appeal Committee (Tier 2).   



22 

 

 

 

TIER 1 PROCESS 

All sponsored students will work with their respective NStQ Band to resolve any conflicts with 

sponsorship.  At the Band level, the sponsored student will have the opportunity to apply for an 

appeal hearing to present his or her opinion and to explain her or his supporting documentation. 

The documentation may be submitted in writing or in electronic format (PDF file submitted by 

email).  Additionally, the student may make a verbal presentation to the Tier I Appeal 

Committee.  The student must submit a Request for Band Level Appeal (Please see Appendix B 

for the request form) and must provide all relevant information to the Band Education 

Department 3 days prior to the scheduled Band Level Appeal Hearing.  The student’s 

information may include: 

 Relevant facts and evidence that support the reasons for the appeal. 

Student 
applies for 
Tier 1
Appeal.

Tier 1 Appeal 
Committee 
hears Appeal 
within 14 days 
of recieving 
appeal 
application 
and notifies 
student of 
decsion within 
7 more days.

Student 
applies for 
Tier 2 Appeal.

Tier 2 Appeal 
Committee 
decides if it will 
hear the appeal  
(based on 
substantive 
issues) and 
notifies student 
within 7 days. 
Results of 
Tier 2 decisions 
are given within 
14 days.
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 Relevant and factual communication among or between the student, his or her post-

secondary institution, and the NStQ Band’s Education Department (or any other relevant 

communications) can be submitted for discussion and review. 

COMPOSITION OF THE BAND LEVEL (TIER 1) APPEAL COMMITTEE 

The Tier 1 Appeal Committee will be structured as follows: 

 The NStQ Band’s Education Manager or Director (or his or her designate) who will chair the 

Tier 1 Appeal. 

 One other NStQ Band Manager with portfolios in areas other than education (appointed by 

the Tier 1 Appeal Committee Chair)  

 One former student who has received funding from the Band for post-secondary education 

(appointed by the Tier 1 Appeal Chair).  If a former student is not available then the Chair 

may appoint a Band member at large. 

 One NStQ Band member chosen by the student making the appeal. 

 

The Tier 1 Chair will work with the Appeal Committee to achieve a consensus on the final 

appeal decision.  Should consensus not be achieved, the Appeal Committee will use a voting 

method to make its final decision.  The Tier 1 Chair will only vote if his or her vote is required to 

break a tie result in the voting. 

 

Legal counsel representing either the NStQ Band or the student will not be permitted.  Normally, 

no one other than the student and the Appeal Committee will participate in the Tier 1 Appeal.  

The Chair will make the decision regarding who (other than the student making the Tier 1 

Appeal) may be present or speak at the appeal. 

NSTQ BAND (TIER 1) DECISIONS 

The NStQ Band Appeal Committee will make its decisions in accordance with the Tier 1 

process. If no substantive issues exist, all decisions at the Tier 1 level are final.  Procedural 

decisions based on issues; such as, the student responsibility for grades, student withdrawals, 

poor grades, poor performance, fraudulent information, dishonesty, institutional required 

withdrawals, and/or academic suspensions will not be eligible for appeal at the Tier 2 NStQ 

Appeal level. 
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NORTHERN SECWEPEMC TE QELMUCW APPEALS (TIER 2) 

Should an applicant disagree with the Band Level Appeal decision (Tier 1) and if the dispute is 

based on substantive issues, he or she has the right to appeal the decision to Northern 

Secwepemc te Qelmucw Appeal Committee (Tier 2). 

The NStQ Appeal Committee (Tier 2) considers the student’s rights, duties and liabilities, as 

contrasted with procedural appeals, which govern the technical aspects of the NStQ Post-

secondary Education Funding Support Procedures and the individual Band’s Annual Funding 

Schedule.  Only reasonable, justified, extenuating circumstances, and substantive issues will be 

heard by the Tier 2 Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw Appeal Committee.   

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 

Substantive issues include those that: 

1. Violate the principles and values of the NStQ Post-secondary Education Philosophy. 

2. Violate (or potentially violate) the student’s right to post-secondary education. 

3. Are extenuating circumstances beyond the student’s control. 

4. Cause an unfair or unjust disruption to the student’s educational success. 

TIER 2 PROCESS 

The student must submit a Request for an NStQ Level Appeal. (Please see Appendix B for the 

request form) and must provide all relevant information to the NStQ Appeal Committee 14 days 

following the Band Level Appeal decision.  

As well as submitting a Request for an NStQ Level Appeal, the student must submit the 

following in writing: 

 The reason for appealing, stating how the Band Level appeal did not follow the NStQ Post-

secondary Education Philosophy or where extenuating circumstances exist or how the rights 

of the student have been violated. 

 The appeal must suggest a fair resolution. 

The student making the appeal application will be notified if the NStQ Tier 2 Appeal Committee 

will hear his or her appeal. Should the Tier 2 appeal proceed and should the applicant choose not 

to attend the appeal hearing, or is unable to attend for whatever reason, the Tier 2 Appeal 

Committee will make its decision based on the information before them. When possible, all 

appeal hearings will be held within fourteen (14) days of receiving the appeal. Within seven (7) 

days of hearing the appeal, the NStQ Appeal Committee will convey their decision in writing to 
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the appellant.  All decisions of the Northern Secwepemc te Qelmucw Appeal Committee shall be 

final. 

Legal counsel representing either the NStQ or the student is not permitted within the Tier 2 

process. 

COMPOSITION OF THE NSTQ APPEAL COMMITTEE (TIER 2) 

 The NStQ Appeal Committee will consist of four (4) standing members and one (1) 

additional alternate member—five members in total. 

 The four standing members will be appointed by each NStQ Band. 

 On an annual basis, the standing members will rotate chairing Tier 2 hearings. 

 The alternate member for the Tier 2 process will be chosen by the student and will be a 

representative from the sponsored student’s Band. 

 A Standing Appeal committee member will serve for four years. 

 An Alternate Appeal member is a voluntary position; however, reasonable travel expenses 

will be covered as appropriate and as determined by the Tier 2 Chair. 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR NSTQ STANDING MEMBERS 

 Must have knowledge of and experience with Aboriginal Post-Secondary education. 

 Must have knowledge of and the ability to understand the NStQ Education Philosophy and 

Procedures.  

 Must have the ability to develop and write effective, respectful, appropriate and efficient 

responses to appeal hearings. 

 Must vow to respect the NStQ Education Philosophy and Procedures. 

 Must disclose any personal or professional interest that conflicts with his or her objectivity in 

individual hearings. 
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APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS 

Academic Year means the length of an academic year for a Program of Study as defined by the 

Post-Secondary Institution.  

Accredited Institute means a school that has passed the quality tests of an accrediting body. In 

British Columbia, the accrediting bodies include the Private Career Training Institutes Agency 

and the Degree Quality Assessment Board. A school must be accredited in order to be eligible 

for funding programs.  

Academic Probation means a period of time during which a student is under strict academic 

guidelines as a result of low or failing grades.  

Band Member means a person whose name is on the registered Band list.. 

Common Law means students who have cohabited with a person in a marriage-like relationship 

for a period of at least one year (12 consecutive months) as of the first day of classes  

Course Load means the rate at which the student is currently working in order to complete their 

program of study.  

Dependent means a person who is i) under 19 years of age; ii) relies on the student for support, 

and iii) resides with the student on a full-time basis.  

Dependent Spouse means a person who is married to the student or has lived with the student as 

a partner, in a marriage-like relationship, for a period of at least one year prior to the student’s 

application for post-secondary education support. 

Distance Delivery Students means students in courses or programs offered in distance programs 

(such as on-line, video, and text-based mediums) offered by an eligible post-secondary 

institution. 

Full-time Student means a student who is enrolled in at least 60 percent 40 percent for students 

with permanent disabilities) of a full course load for at least 12 weeks in a Program of Study at 

an eligible Post-Secondary Institution and leading to a certificate, diploma, or degree.  

Full-time Studies means at least 60 percent of a full course load for a program of study offered 

by an eligible Post-Secondary Institution.  

Guidance and Academic Counseling  means services and programs that promote the 

personal/social, educational, and career development of students.  
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Internship means a period of supervised practical experience undertaken after graduation from a 

program, which is required for licensure or professional practice. Internships are not eligible for 

funding under the PSSSP/UCEP.  

Married Students means either married or in common law relationships. Married students whose 

marriage or common law relationship ceases are considered to be either independent students or 

single parent students, depending on whether the student has dependent children.  

Official Transcript is a copy of a student's permanent academic record, which includes all 

courses taken, all grades received, all honors received and degrees conferred to a student. . An 

official transcript is prepared and sent by the issuing school with an original signature of a school 

official.  

Part-time Student means a student who is enrolled in 20 to 60 percent of a full course load for a 

Program of Study at an eligible Post-Secondary Institution.  

Part-time Studies means less than 60 percent of a full course load for a Program of Study offered 

at an eligible Post-Secondary Institution. The eligible program of study must be approved for full 

tuition. The eligible program of study must be approved for full-time funding in order for 

students to be funded as part-time students.  

Post-Secondary Institution means an accredited Institution that grants certificates, diplomas 

and/or degrees and is a post-secondary institution recognized by provincial or territorial Minister 

of Education, or recognized to deliver post-secondary education programs by arrangement within 

an eligible post-secondary institution. See Appendix E for more information.  

Program of Study or Program means a program that:  

a) is delivered by an eligible Post-Secondary Institution;  

b) requires the completion of secondary  studies or the equivalent as recognized by the 

post-secondary institute (this may not necessarily require grade 12; entrance requirements 

may include such factors as English 12 and math skills); and,  

c) is least one Academic Year of duration (as defined by the Institution).  

Public Institution means an institution controlled or managed by a body most of whose members 

are elected or appointed by or under the scrutiny of a public authority. Public Institutions receive 

provincial funding.  

Semester means a distinct study period, lasting at least 12 to 17 weeks that forms part of a longer 

program, as defined by a Post-Secondary Institution.  
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Single Parent Student means a student who has never married, or is separated or divorced from 

a spouse, or who is widowed, and who have legal and/or physical custody and responsibility for 

supporting their own children at least two days per week during their entire study period.  

Tutoring means the delivery of additional, special, or remedial instruction. Students are 

encouraged to access tutoring services through the post-secondary institute.  

University College Entrance Preparation Program (UCEP) provides financial support to 

eligible students to enable them to attain the academic level required for entrance into a 

certificate, diploma, or degree program. The UCEP allows financial support for tuition, 

compulsory student fees, required books, and assistance for travel and living expenses. There is a 

one-year limit for UCEP funding. 
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APPENDIX B:  FORMS AND SAMPLES (ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE) 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

The following checklist is useful in ensuring that you include all required 

information in your application for funding. 

 

APPLICATION CHECK LIST 

 

 Completed and signed application form. 

 Photocopy (front and back) of a recent status card (new applicants only). 

 Letter of acceptance/course registration form/or expected date of notification of 
acceptance. 

 Official transcripts from all schools attended (or state if your NStQ Band already has 
your transcripts on file). 

 Letter of Intent that details your academic plan (new applicants only).  Please see 
the sample provided in Appendix B.  Please check with your NStQ Band for 
submission deadlines for Letters of Intent as these deadlines vary among NStQ 
Bands. 

 List of all program fees (include tuition, books, supplies, and specialized fees and 
clothing if these are required by your program). 

 Your NStQ Band may require a “Terms and Conditions Agreement”.  Please check 
with your Band to see if you must include this agreement with your application 
package. 

 A copy of your Child Tax Benefit Entitlement if you are claiming dependent children. 

 Your NStQ Band may require a signed authorization letter for the Band to access 
your grades from your post-secondary institution while you are receiving NStQ 
Band funding.  Please check with your Band for details. 

  Your résumé (Masters and PhD students only). 
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APPLICATION FORM 
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NSTQ APPLICATION FOR CONTINUED FUNDING  
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SAMPLE LETTER OF INTENT  

The purpose of the Letter of Intent is to notify your NStQ Band’s Education Department that you 

are considering furthering your education.  The Letter of Intent may be requested by the 

Education Department early in the application process (potentially as early as February 

preceding the Fall academic term).  The Education Department uses these notifications of 

intention to plan for the overall amount of funding that will be needed by the community for the 

education and training of band members. 
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SAMPLE ACADEMIC PLAN 
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SAMPLE STUDENT BUDGET 

The following budget is a sample for a single parent with two dependent children living in the 

student’s home.  The budget is intended for the student to use to consider all sources of revenue 

and all living expenses for the academic year.  Your Education Department staff can provide you 

with the Excel template so you can create your own personal budget or you can develop your 

own budget form using paper and pen.  The Funding Support Program does not cover all 

expenses listed in this sample budget.
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SAMPLE LEARNING CONTRACT 

A learning contract should set out the learner’s goals and challenges in meeting the goals.  The 

learner commits to following the terms set out in the contract and to being responsible for 

providing progress updates to the funder.  The sample below is just one format for a contract.  

More detailed learning contracts are also helpful in keeping the learner on track with milestones 

and success.  The Learning Contract is intended to provide support and structure to the existing 

learning experience. 
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STUDENT WAIVER TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
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BAND LEVEL APPEAL FORM (TIER1) 
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NSTQ LEVEL APPEAL FORM (TIER2) 

 


